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Bruce Charles 'Bill' Mollison 1928-2016 

Sunday, 25th September 2016 

In Memoriam via Permaculture Magazine / https://www.permaculture.co.uk/news/14748130637497/bruce-charles-bill-mollison-1928-2016


	 Graham Bell's moving tribute to Bill Mollison, who died on the 24th of September, 2016, in Sisters Beach, Tasmania

	 A true 'planet citizen' pioneer who gave up a promising academic career to challenge the status quo and establish the global Permaculture movement 







		






		Bruce Charles 'Bill' Mollison








A few people are born who are world class heroes to those who know them and unkown to the great majority, until one day their inescapable influence floats to the surface and is generally recognised for the cream it is. In hindsight such leaders go on to become household names.

Such a man was Bill Mollison: backwoodsman, academic, storyteller, lady’s man and to many just ‘Uncle Bill’, but doing all these things par excellence. In consequence he has left a worldwide movement of remarkable resilience. He has left much useful information and not a few words of guidance and encouragement for those who will miss him most.

Born and growing up in Stanley, Tasmania, he left school at fifteen to help run the family bakery and before 26 went through the occupations of shark fisherman and seaman (bringing vessels from post-war disposals to southern ports), forester, mill-worker, trapper, snarer, tractor driver and naturalist. 

His lack of formal education gave him many learning opportunities in how the real world works. 

Bill joined the CSIRO (Wildlife Survey Section) in 1954 and gained extensive research knowledge. His time in the Tasmanian rainforests gave him the founding structure for what became his life’s passion - Permaculture. The idea that we could consciously design sustainable systems which enabled human beings to live within their means and for all wild life to flourish with us. 

A spell at the Tasmanian Museum in curatorial duties, a return to field work with the Inland Fisheries Commission took him back to college in 1966 living on his wits running cattle, security bouncing at dances, shark fishing, and teaching part-time at an exclusive girls' school. Upon receiving his degree in bio-geography, he was appointed to the University of Tasmania where he later developed the unit of Environmental Psychology. During his university period (which lasted for 10 years), Bill independently researched and published a three-volume treatise on the history and genealogies of the descendants of the Tasmanian aborigines. 

In 1974, with David Holmgren, Bill developed the beginning of the permaculture concept, leading to the publication of Permaculture One. He became fixated on proving and promulgating what he saw as a world renewing concept. Leaving the University in 1978, abandoning a secure academic tenure at the age of fifty (an unheard of move) Bill devoted all his energies to furthering the system of permaculture and spreading the idea and principles worldwide. He has taught thousands of students, and has contributed many articles, curricula, reports, and recommendations for farm projects, urban clusters and local government bodies.

In 1981, Bill Mollison received the Right Livelihood Award (sometimes called the "Alternative Nobel Prize") for his work in environmental design. In recent years, he has established a 'Trust in Aid' fund to enable permaculture teachers to reach groups in need, particularly in the poorer parts of the world, with the aim of leaving a core of teachers locally to continue appropriate educational work.

We are helped in remembering Bill by his 1996 autobiography Travels in Dreams. Typically he laughs at himself: “This book is a work of fiction: most if not all of it is lies. Even the lies are imprecise reports of old lies overheard.” He wasn’t universally liked. One reason being he was committed to disrupt the status quo of misguided unfeeling management. “First feel fear, then get angry. Then go with your life into the fight.” He was eloquent about the need for peaceful ‘warriors’ as he called them to challenge the stupidity of ill-governance on a global scale. His own fears about being ineffectual were misguided: “Nobody takes any notice of me and even my friends continually criticise me.” In reality he engendered a massive global respect which will endure and grow as others develop his foundation thinking. 
The pinnacle of his career to his students was the publication in 1988 of The Permaculture Designers Manual, honoured to this day by devotees as 'The Bible of Permaculture'. If devotees suggests falsely some religious connotation it’s really that Bill pioneered a deep respect for the planet and for more sensible approaches for how we could live on it: “We are true time scouts finding places now for what will be needed then.” 

Bill asked: “Are we the public or the private person?” The truth of the matter is that for all seasons we are both. Perceived as challenging, a huge harvester of great ideas from around the world (and not always crediting their sources) Bill was also a sensitive man, eloquent raconteur, poet and appreciative of the poetry of others. He knew how to provoke others to action, but also when to withdraw and let others carry on the work. He paraphrased Lao Tzu: “True change is to so change things that it seems natural to everybody but no-one knows who thought of it.” And: “Our best will not be our children’s best.” 

Though often outwardly gruff and challenging there was real heart to everything he did.

Bill Mollison founded the first and original Permaculture Institute, which was established in 1979 to teach the practical design of sustainable soil, water, plant, and legal and economic systems to students worldwide. Bill’s legacy is that hundreds of thousands of past students have created a world-wide network to take his concept forward. This is a world in which we are acutely aware of our environment, its capacity and its limitations, and we design systems to meet human needs which respect that.

Bill spent his final years in Sisters Beach, Tasmania. The final words must go to him in true classical tone: 

“If you hear that I am dead tell them they lie.“



Permaculture carries on...




·






File history


Click on a date/time to view the file as it appeared at that time.


		Date/Time	Dimensions	User	Comment
	current	09:33, 25 September 2016	 (99 KB)	Siterunner  (Talk | contribs)	'Bill' Mollison 1928-2016 






	Edit this file using an external application (See the setup instructions for more information)


File usage


The following page links to this file:

	File:Bill Mollison courtesy of Permaculture magazine.jpg





				
								
				
				Retrieved from "https://greenpolicy360.net/mw/index.php?title=File:Bill_Mollison_1928-2016.pdf&oldid=48648"				

				
												
				Categories: 	Agricultural Economics
	Eco-nomics
	Agriculture
	Alternative Agriculture
	Alternative Living
	Aquifers
	Appropriate Technology
	Australia
	Biodiversity
	Bioneers
	Biogeosciences
	Bioregionalism
	Ecology Studies
	Ecoregions
	Farm-Related Policies
	Food
	Food-Related Policies
	Green Best Practices
	Land Ethic
	Permaculture
	Resilience
	Soil
	Sustainability
	Sustainability Policies
	Tasmania
	Water
	Watersheds
	Wetlands



				
												

				
								
			

			
		

		
		
		
			


	Personal tools

		Log in






			
				


	Namespaces

		File
	protected









	
		

	Variants

	
		

	





			

			
				


	Views

		Read
	Protected
	View history









	Actions

	
		

	








	Policy Search

	
				
														
		

	





			

		

		
		
			
				
					

				
				


	GreenPolicy360

	
			GreenPolicy360 home .com .net .org
	Popular Pages
	Site Search
	Random Pages


	








	Daily Green Stories

	
			Stories of the Day
	Climate News Headlines
	Earth, Science & Politics


	








	About Our Network

	
			Welcome to our MediaWiki
	About Us
	GreenPolicy360's Founder-Siterunner


	








	Navigate GreenPolicy

	
			Daily Updates
	Index/Pages
	Browse By
	Categories
	Most linked-to Categories
	Topics
	Media/Images


	








	GreenLinks Network

	
			GreenLinks Int'l @GreenPolicy360


	








	Green Trending News

	
			Green Trending News (GTN)


	








	Hot Times

	
			Too Hot
	Apocalyptic Thinking


	








	Climate Action Plans 360

	
			GRN360: Climate Plans Enforcement Initiative
	Methods to Enforce Climate Plan Pledges
	Pressuring Nations to Step Up, Cooperate, and Act Now
	Com't on Earth Observation Satellites
	Environmental Laws, Regs, Rules... Lawsuits & Legal Actions
	Glasgow (2021) & Paris (2015) Summits: Int'l Climate Plan Pledges & Promises (INDCs-NDCs)


	








	GreenPolicy360 in Focus

	
			Eco-ethics
	Eco-nomics
	Featured New Pages
	GP360 Highlights
	New Economy
	NetZeroPolicy.com
	Resilience @GreenPolicy360
	ThinBlueLayer.com
	TinyBlueGreen.com


	








	Featured @GreenPolicy

	
			PlanetCitizen.org
	PlanetCitizens.org
	Planet Citizens, Planet Scientists
	Planet Citizen Action
	Planet Citizen Vision of Living Earth
	Climate Problems, Climate Solutions


	








	Going Green

	
			"Generation Green"
	#GoingGreen
	Green Quotes


	








	Global Green New Deal

	
			Green New Deal News & History


	








	Green Education

	
			EarthPOV.com
	Ecology Studies


	








	Relational Eco-Politics

	
			"It's All Related"
	Integral Ecology


	








	Biodiversity, Protecting Life

	
			Biodiversity
	All Species Day


	








	New Visions of Security

	
			New Definitions of National Security
	Environmental Security
	EnviroSecurity
	Environmental Security - National Security
	"Surviving Victory"


	








	Strategic Demands

	
			StrategicDemands.com
	StratDem Online Networking
	Cold War 2.0


	








	'Planetary Health Pledge'

	
			Via The Lancet (2020)


	








	Global Food Revolution

	
			Global Food Revolution


	








	Earthviews

	
			Apollo 8
	Apollo 11
	Apollo 17
	Blue Marble Collection
	"Earthrise"
	Earth Mapping-GIS
	Earth Observations
	Earth Science from Space
	Earth360
	Hello Earth
	Origins of Life
	Overview Effect
	"Pale Blue Dot"
	Whole Earth


	








	Countries & Maps

	
			Countries-Global
	GP360 World Map
	Countries-Climate INDC Plans/Updates
	Virtual Earth-eMaps


	








	Digital 360

	
			Digital Citizen
	Digital Rights
	World Wide Web


	








	Fact Checking, 'Facts Count'

	
			Disinformation-Misinformation
	Fact Checking @GreenPolicy360
	100+ Countries-391 Fact-Checking Sites (2022)
	80 Countries-237 Fact-Checking Sites (2020)
	60 Countries-188 Fact-Checking Sites (2019)
	37 Countries-96 Fact-Checking Sites (2016)
	MediaWise for Teens
	PolitiFact via Poynter
	Poynter Int'l Fact Checking Network
	Poynter Int'l List
	Reporters Lab Fact-Checking News


	








	Data, Intelligence, Science

	
			Measure-to-Manage


	








	GreenPolicy360 & Science

	
			GreenPolicy360, Facts & Data
	GreenPolicy360, Our Policy on Science
	Global Climate Keywords
	Merchants of Doubt
	Techniques of Science Denial (Graph)
	Techniques of Science Denial (Video)
	Wiki Community Science


	








	Climate Denial / Misinfo

	
			Avaaz - Climate Misinformation on Facebook - 2021
	ClimateFeedback.org
	Climate -- Crocks, Denial, Facts & Vids
	Debunking Climate Denial
	Desmog Blog
	Desmog & Climate Change
	Denier Database
	Desmog Perspective
	Denier Favorites
	Drilled - Corp Sponsored
	Grist on Skeptics
	PEN America, Envir Writing, How to Defend Yourself and Your Work Online
	Re: Misinfo of 'Planet of the Humans' Documentary
	Rebutting Climate Denier Talking Pts
	Skeptical Science Site
	Skeptical - Attacks on Climate Models
	Snopes on Climate
	Techniques of Science Denial (Graph)
	Techniques of Science Denial (Video)


	








	Eco-Education

	
			Climate Terms
	Ecology Studies
	Environmental Movement
	Green Quotes
	"Green Roots" Model
	Online Ed-Eco Ed


	








	GreenPolicy Reviews

	
			Book Reviews
	ISBN Book Sources
	Film/Media Reviews


	








	Envir Legis Info (U.S.)

	
			NCSL Database
	NCSL Elections
	State Laws
	LegiScan
	Open Congress
	LexisNexis StateNet


	








	Envir-Climate Laws (U.S.)

	
			2021/2023 - Tracking Biden Climate Actions
	Category - Environmental Laws
	Legal Planet


	








	Trump Era Envir Rollbacks

	
			Brookings - Deregulatory Tracker
	Brookings on Trump's Environmental Dereg. Record
	Climate Litigation Database
	Climate Deregulation Tracker
	Columbia Law School - Climate Change Blog
	Columbia Law - Energy Law
	Columbia Law - Environmental, Land Use Law
	Columbia Law - 'Silencing Science' Tracker
	Harvard Law - List of Organizations Tracking US Environmental 2016-2020 Rollbacks
	NYT - Trump Envir Rollbacks


	








	Wiki Ballotpedia (U.S.)

	
			Ballotpedia
	TW Updates
	Public Policy


	








	Wiki Politics (U.S.)

	
			PRWatch
	SourceWatch
	TW PRWatch


	








	Wikimedia Platform

	
			Wikipedia, Wikimedia, MediaWiki, wiki
	Wikimedia Foundation
	Wikimedia Projects
	Wikinews
	Wikimedia Commons


	








	Green News/Dailies

	
			Guardian Envir
	NYT DotEarth
	NYT Envir Index
	NYT Science&Envir
	UN Climate Change Newsroom
	WaPo Energy&Envir
	Yale Climate Connection


	








	Green News Services (En)

	
			Assoc Press Science
	Climate Change News
	Climate Desk
	Covering Climate Now
	E&E Climate Wire
	Earther @EARTH3R
	ENN
	ENS
	Green Road Daily
	LexisNexis Env News
	MongaBay
	Phys.org
	SEJ Guide to Energy & Envir Issues
	Society of Environmental Journalists


	








	Green Zines (En)

	
			Audubon
	Bloomberg Science+Energy
	Blue&Green Tomorrow
	ClimateProgress
	Circle of Blue
	Common Dreams Envir
	EcoWatch
	Discovery
	Down to Earth (IN)
	E Magazine
	* Earth Magazine
	Ensia
	Environment
	Envir Health News
	EPA Today
	Fair Warning
	GreenBiz
	Grist
	High Country News
	InsideClimate News
	Medium Envir
	Mother Earth News
	Mother Jones Envir
	National Geographic
	Nature - Climate
	Oil Change International
	OilPrice
	OnEarth Magazine - NRDC
	Orion
	Phys.org Earth
	RealClimate
	Robert Scribbler on the Environment
	SHFT Cultural Envir
	Solar Thermal Magazine
	The Climate Conversation
	The Daily Climate
	Utne Envir


	








	Green Lists @Wikipedia

	
			List of Environmental Periodicals - from Wikipedia
	List of Environmental Publications - from Wikipedia
	Lists/Environmental Topics - from Wikipedia


	








	Climate Action UN News

	
			UN Newsroom Int'l
	UN Press Int'l


	








	Climate Agreement / INDCs

	
			Int'l Climate Agr - Paris 2015
	Country-by-Country Progress


	








	Wikipedia on Climate

	
			Climate Change
	Climate Change Denial
	Climate Change Denial (category)
	Climate Change Scientific Opinion
	Heads in the Sand: Climate Denial


	








	GrnNews Reddit Daily

	
			Reddit Environment
	EnviroAction
	Science
	Desmog @Reddit


	








	Featured Journals

	
			Earth's Future by AGU


	








	Featured on Social Media

	
			350.org - TW
	Business Green
	Citizen Lab
	Citizen Lab News
	Climate Law Blog
	Climate State Research & Reporting
	Democracy Docket
	Economic Views of Envir by R Stavins
	Editorial Cartoons & Political Satire
	Gavin Schmidt
	GreenConnections Podcasts
	InsideClimate - TW
	Michael Mann
	New Economics
	Physicians for Social Responsibility
	Revkin - TW


	








	Featured NGOs (En)

	
			Bloomberg Environment
	Center for Climate and Energy Solutions
	C2ES Int'l
	C2ES-US Policies
	C2ES - State Initiatives
	C2ES - Forum
	C2ES - Social Media
	Climate Central
	Climate Change Institute - Climate Reanalyzer
	Climate Emergency Institute
	Energy and Policy
	National Center for Science Education
	RealClimate
	RealClimate-Archives
	ScienceBlogs - Environment


	








	Climate Current Metrics

	
			Bloomberg Carbon Clock
	Bloomberg Green Climate Data-Dashboard Intel


	








	Climate Historic Studies

	
			Climate Models, Projections
	List of Climate Studies
	Energy Use & Climate Impact, National Academy of Sciences Study - 1977
	National Climate Program Act - 1978


	








	Climate Change - MIT

	
			Climate Science, a Primer


	








	Climate Change - NASA

	
			NASA Vital Signs - Carbon Dioxide - Global Temperature - Arctic Sea Ice Minimum Ice Sheets - Sea Level


	








	Copernicus Programme

	
			Climate Change Service


	








	Our World in Data

	
			World Data


	








	Worldometer

	
			World Statistics


	








	EcoInternet Search Engine

	
			Biosphere EcoSearch


	








	Ecosia Search Engine

	
			Ecosia


	








	Identify Nature's Species

	
			Bug Guide
	Google Lens app
	Leafsnap app
	iNaturalist app
	PictureThis app


	








	Meta

	
			Log In


	












	Tools

	
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Printable version
	Permanent link
	Browse properties


	









			

		
		
		
								 This page was last modified on 25 September 2016, at 11:22.
	This page has been accessed 1,708 times.


								Privacy policy
	About Green Policy
	Disclaimers


											
						
						
					


						

		

		
		



	